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From the
Director
Sherri Ervin

As we begin a
new year of service, we
hope you have an oppor-
tunity to take advantage
of the many materials, resources and programs
your Gary Public Library has to offer.

Libraries are a great place for education
and self-help. And because they offer free ac-
cess to all, they bring opportunity to all.

The Administration wishes to thank the
Gary Public Library Board of Trustees, staff,
Friends, and most of all, our patrons for their
continued support and dedication throughout
this past year.

Kennedy Branch

The Kennedy Branch Library will re-
main closed due to renovations. Patrons are en-
couraged to visit any of the library’s other
branches -hours and locations listed on the back.

We apologize for any inconvenience and
hope you will join us when the newly renovated
Kennedy Branch is expected to re-open in the
spring.
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African American History Program

The public is invited to attend the Gary Public Library’s 40th
Annual African American History Program, Saturday, February 20, 2010
at 3pm, location to be announced. Special guest speaker will be author/
poet, Sapphire.

Sapphire is the author of the New York
Times Bestseller Push, which was adapted to the
big screen in 2009 as the much lauded film Pre-
cious, produced by Oprah Winfrey
and Lee Daniels. Push follows
Claireece Precious Jones, an over-
weight teenager living in Harlem
who endures physical and psycho-
logical abuse by her mother and fa-
ther. Push received laudatory, if
sometimes disbelieving reviews.
Sapphire asserts that much of what
she wrote about was not sensationalist fiction, stating: "I lived in one
building in Harlem for over ten years, so I saw a generation of children
grow up...This novel isn't conjecture, or some studies I read. This is life
as | observed it."

Sapphire was born Ramona Lofton in 1950. Her father was a
U.S. Army sergeant, her mother a former nurse with the Women's Air
Corps. When Sapphire’s father wanted to move to Los Angeles in the
early 1960s, her mother refused to go and eventually fell into a spiral of
alcoholism.

After high school, Sapphire attended San Francisco City Col-
lege with plans to enter medical school, but the high cost of tuition pro-
hibited her from following that dream. She soon became involved in the
Bay Area's freewheeling counterculture scene, and adopted her pseudo-
nym, Sapphire. "It was a new age thing," she said in an interview for
Harper's Bazaar. "I had read somewhere that the rays emitted by sap-
phires can change the molecular structure of other gemstones—and that
was exactly what I wanted to do with my life."

In 1994, Sapphire
published her first collection,
American Dreams, which
also contained her controver-
sial poem "Wild Thing"
about the real life rape of a
woman jogger in Central
Park by a group of African
American Youths. Many of
the themes found in Ameri-
can Dreams would again be
featured in her most popular book, Push.

African American History Month Theme: The History of Black Economic Empowerment


http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Our-Children-Can-Soar/Michelle-Cook/e/9781599904184/?itm=1&USRI=our+children+can+soar
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Bring-Me-Some-Apples-and-Ill-Make-You-a-Pie/Robbin-Gourley/e/9780618158362/?itm=1&USRI=bring+me+some+apples
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Library Board of Trustees Meeting

Public Meeting - 4th Monday of each month immediately following the
5:30pm Executive Session, Main Library.

Holiday Closings

All units of the Gary Public Library will be closed in observance of :

NEW Y EAR’ SFridayylanuary 1, 2010
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY - Monday, January 18
PRESI| DENT S Monba4, February 15

Playaway

Playaways, pre-loaded digital audio books, are avail-
able from all units of the Gary Public Library.

The Playaway, an all-in-one product is a lightweight,
compact, easy to use player that comes with one pre-loaded
audio book.

Half the size of a deck of cards, Playaway is ready for
immediate listening. Using clearly marked buttons, Playaway
gives listeners the option of placing digital bookmarks. Addi-
tionally, Playaway has a universal headphone jack that works with almost any
type of headphone or mobility accessory.

The library’s collection of Playaways includes adult and juvenile fic-
tion and non-fiction titles including Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren; Bridge
to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson; and Learn Anywhere: Spanish - The Com-
plete Language Course.

Patrons must have a valid library card and may borrow one Playaway
for 14 days. No reservations or renewal. Other guidelines apply.

R I | : AD More new titles currently available...

Michael Jackson: 1958
2009: Life of a Legend
Michael Heatley
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Marching For
Freedom
Elizabeth Partridge
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A Long Time Cominthe
Inspiring, Combative 2008
Campaign and the Historical
Election of Barack Obama
Evan Thomas
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African American
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Africa to America
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Ongoing Programs

ALZHEIMERS SUPPORT GROUP - Joinin
the discussion with other caretakers as
we share and gather information, First
Saturday of each month, 10 - 11am
Tolleston Branch

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
Provided by Unity Hospice of Northwest Indian
Main Library - 1st Tuesday, 1- 2pm

Brunswick - 3rd Monday, 1-2pm
Du Bois - 1st Monday, 1- 2pm
Kennedy - 2nd Monday, 1- 2pm
Tolleston - 2nd Tuesday, 1- 2pm
Wildermuth - 3rd Tuesday, 1-2pm

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE & BLOOD
GLUCOSE SCREENINGS

Provided by The Northwest Indiana Black Nur{
Association

1st Saturday of each month

@ 9am - 1lam, Main Library.
Feb. 6

MORNING BISHOP THEATRE PLAY-
HOUSE

Fourth Saturday of every other month,
3pm - 5pm, Main Library

Jan. 23; March 27; May 22; July 24;
Sept. 25; Nov. 27

CHESS

Saturdays @ noon Tolleston Branch
Last Tuesday of each month, Main Li-
brary, @ 4-6pm All ages welcome

GARY PUBLIC LIBRARY

ADULT LITERACY PROGRAM - Tutoring
available for low or non-readers as well as
training for tutors. Literacy office-Du Bois
Branch, 882-2744 for appointment.

FREH]

NOW available @
Brunswick, Du Bois &
Wildermuth Branch

Also available at the Main Library
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